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N e w So la r  Sc ho o l  K i t c h en  

Health for Haiti, along with community partners, is collaborating with the school in 
Grande Saline to construct a new solar school kitchen.  Currently, the cooks pre-
pare the school lunch over charcoal fires in a makeshift structure composed of 
tarps and sheet metal. The new school kitchen has a large area for storing produce 
from the garden and a separate area for food preparation.  There is plenty of roof 
space for solar panels. The SUNY Broome Engineering Club is researching how 
much power is needed to prepare the school meals using solar induction cooktops. 
We have project design support from ETM Solar Works in Endicott and plan to hire 
a Haitian company to provide hardware and installation in order to support the 
Haitian economy. 

2022–2023 PROJECTS 

W ha t  i s  H ea l th  fo r  H a i t i ?  

Health for Haiti is SUNY Broome’s first faculty-led, credit-bearing, global service learning course. 
Launched in January 2014, the focus of this interdisciplinary four-credit course is to engage col-
lege students in a unique community development effort to combat the effects of poverty in Haiti. 
Students explore the dynamics between poverty, education, and health care by engaging in ser-
vice projects that address community needs identified by our partners in Haiti. Since 2014 we 
have taken over 100 college students to Haiti.  Our projects go beyond simply providing aid and 
seek to create sustainable solutions that empower the community.  

C l ea n  Wat e r  an d  So la r  P owe r  

The families who live in the remote area of Grande Saline, Haiti lack access to clean wa-
ter.   Residents of Grande Saline have obtained their water from the local river which is contami-
nated by waste and garbage.  We installed a Pall Aria AX1 water treatment/filtration system in 
March 2015 that is providing clean water for the entire community.  The system provides nearly 
80,000 gallons of safe drinking water each month. Clean water is helping to prevent a host of dis-
eases that are caused or exacerbated by ingestion of dirty and contaminated water. The system is 
run and managed by local community members. The community built a pavilion that is ready to 
support solar panels.  With the current fuel shortages in Haiti, we are very eager to complete our 
project to convert the system from gas to solar power.  We plan to hire a Haitian company for 
hardware and installation. 

E du cat io n  

Since we began working in Grande Saline in 2014 the local school has grown from less than 20 chil-
dren meeting in the church to nearly 200 students working with professional teachers in multiple 
classrooms. The school in Grande Saline now includes kindergarten through ninth grade, and we 
have partnered with the community in Grande Saline to make the school a center of educational 
excellence.  Teachers engage in professional development and students are exposed to creative 
and high quality education. The school is truly the heart of the community. 
 
The 2021-2022 school year was the first year that there was a ninth grade class. We are so proud of 
the students and their teachers.  Twelve of the students took the national exams that all ninth-
graders take in Haiti. They traveled to a sanctioned testing site and stayed there for three days of 
rigorous testing. This was the first time in nearly forty years that students from this community had 
the opportunity to take these exams. 
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S cho o l - Ba sed  Go at  P r o j ec t :  

The school-based student goat project is also successfully moving forward.  The students who were 
selected to help raise a female goat are giving one baby goat back to the project and are able to 
raise or sell the other offspring. “Thank you for including me in the student goat project.  I was able 
to sell a male goat and so I could afford my materials for school.  In the past my parents could not 
afford to pay for everything, but thanks to your help this year I was ready for classes on time,” Pe-
ter.  Students who are receiving a baby goat now for phase 2 of the project are excited to join. “I 
am falling in love with raising my goat and I am so happy to be in the project now.”   

C o mmu ni t y  G ar de ns/Sc ho o l  L u nch  P ro g ra m:  

Food scarcity and malnutrition are major problems for the families in Grande Saline. Rather than 
purchase food, Health for Haiti has supported the creation of a sustainable community garden. A 
large garden is used to grow rice, beans, corn, and many other types of vegetables. The garden pro-
ject helps to supplement the income of some of the local farmers and the produce from the gar-
dens is used to provide a healthy lunch.  The students in Grande Saline use the garden as a living 
laboratory, and best practices for growing healthy foods are part of the graded curriculum. Stu-
dents are proud that their daily lunch comes from their own garden. 
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S e wi n g  Sch oo l :  

The Health for Haiti sewing school is taught by two sewing teachers who live in the Grande Saline 
area.  Students of all ages learn to sew by hand and with machines.  Some students are working to-
wards taking a Haitian national exam which would provide them with a credential that could be used 
to gain employment.  Some of the students are making their own clothes as well as school uniforms.  
In 2021 the community completed construction of a beautiful new sewing workshop building that 
hosts the high school class during weekdays and is used for sewing classes on weeknights and week-
ends. The opportunity to learn to sew can completely change the life of someone who now knows a 
skill that can help them to support their family. 

www.healthforhaiti.org 
Instagram: @health4haiti 

N e w K i nd er ga r te n  C o ns t r uc t io n :  

In 2022 we completed construction of a beautiful 
new kindergarten building.  It has two classrooms and 
small tables and chairs that are perfect for our littlest 
learners.  We are so excited to see the kids get off to 
a great start with their education and we are grateful 
to the donors who made this construction project 
possible. 
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